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H               J. E.  GuthrieIS office is far down at the west end of the old Science Build-in,g-"J.  E.  Guthrie"  lettered  discreetly  in  one  corner  of
the  door  panel.     And  inside  is  a  ±'earful  and  wonderful  con-
glomeration  of specimens  representing  every  conceivable  branch
of the animal kingdom.   Literally he is wrapped up  in his w-ork.
t t Serious, kindly, professional, a typical scientist, Jj we thought
at  first,  "and  lacking  in  any  sense  of  humor,"  we  added.    We
found the first part  of  our estimate  correct  as we went through
labs  and lectures with  Dr.  GutIlrie.    We  noticed  his  thoughtful
manner  of  speakingl;  we  observed  his  willinglness  to  help  when
we  ran  aground;  we  saw  how  completely  eng'rossed  he  was  in
what  he  was  teaching.    And  we  noticed  something  else:  a  dry,
subtle,  very  quiet  sense  of humor  which  had  a  way  of  popping
out at unexpected places, then vanishing without leavingl a trace.
A bit bewildering at first  because it was  so  sudden,  it  soon  con-
vinced us that we had judgecl him too quickly on one score.    His
quiet quips dropped along the way have given us many a chuckle.
But he has a complex.    One day early in the quarter we were
s+udying the structure of some microscopic organism which close-
ly resembled the bacteria which we had studied  in botany.   Our
neig'hbor  ran  into  some  difficulty  and  asked  for  an  explanation.
During'  the  course  of  the  discussion  he  unfortlmately  referred
to  the  minute  organism  as  a  plant.    Dr.  Guthrie's  eyes  lighted
st,rang`ely  for  an  instant  as,  quick  as  a  flash,  came  that  well-
known retort: "They7re not plants; theyJre animals."   .   .   .   Yes
-a typical zoologist.
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